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MMNSS COLLEGE, KOTTIYAM
D"X)\‘ ‘“é Zenvavcey POLITICAL SCIENCE — ADD ON COURSE 2022-23
THEORY AND PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY

SYLLABUS
Unit I. The Idea of Democracy
a. The historical evolution of the idea

b. Ancient and modern variants
c. Democracy: plural traditions

Unit II. Democracy and Representation

a. Majority Rule and Majoritarian systems

b. Political Equality and Proportional Representation
¢. The idea of group representation

d. Democratic recognition of marginalized groups

Unit III. Contemporary Democratic Politics: Issues

a. vevelopment vs. Growth
p b. Democratic Transition and Consolidation
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THEORY AND PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY ?50
aximum Mﬂrks:
Time: 1,30 Hours Maxim

SECTION - A

i i ' : mark.
Answer all questions in one or two sentences. Each carries with one

[. Elitist model of democracy
2. Rule of law
3

. Referendum
4. Checks and balances
5. Interest groups

SECTION - B

Answer any 5 questions not exceeding one paragraph. Each carries with 3 marks.(3x5= 15marks)

0. Is “proportional™ basically the same as “parliamentary™?
7. How does marginalization affect society?

8. How is Proportional Representation practiced in India?
9. What are the differences between different electoral systems?
10. Why are the media Important to democracy?

['1. What is the rule of law and how can 1t be guaranteed?

I2. Democracy rests on the principles of representation and the rule of majority. What is meant by the
rule of majority?

SECTION - C

Answer any 6 questions not exceeding one p

age each carries with 5 marks. (5x6= 30 marks)

1 4 “Democracy must look after the interests of all, not just one section”. Support the statement
with arguments.

I5. How does marginalization affect society?

16. Why representative democracies are called liberal democracies?
I7. What are the main challenges facing democracy today?
[8. In what ways does globalization challenge democracy?

can we differentiate between growth and development?
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